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to the centerline of the highway, pro-
tected areas also means all areas inside 
the boundary of such State which are 
within 660 feet of the edge of the right-
of-way of the Interstate Highway in 
the adjoining State. 

(l) Scenic area means any public park 
or area of particular scenic beauty or 
historical significance designated by or 
pursuant to State law as a scenic area. 

(m) Sign means any outdoor sign, dis-
play, device, figure, painting, drawing, 
message, placard, poster, billboard, or 
other thing which is designed, in-
tended, or used to advertise or inform, 
any part of the advertising or inform-
ative contents of which is visible from 
any place on the main-traveled way of 
a controlled portion of the Interstate 
System. 

(n) State means the District of Co-
lumbia and any State of the United 
States within the boundaries of which 
a portion of the Interstate System is 
located. 

(o) State law means a State constitu-
tional provision or statute, or an ordi-
nance, rule, or regulation enacted or 
adopted by a State agency or political 
subdivision of a State pursuant to 
State constitution or statute. 

(p) Trade name shall include brand 
name, trademark, distinctive symbol, 
or other similar device or thing used to 
identify particular products or serv-
ices. 

(q) Traveled way means the portion of 
a roadway for the movement of vehi-
cles, exclusive of shoulders. 

(r) Turning roadway means a con-
necting roadway for traffic turning be-
tween two intersection legs of an inter-
change. 

(s) Visible means capable of being 
seen (whether or not legible) without 
visual aid by a person of normal visual 
acuity.

§ 750.103 Measurements of distance. 
(a) Distance from the edge of a right-

of-way shall be measured horizontally 
along a line normal or perpendicular to 
the centerline of the highway. 

(b) All distances under § 750.107 (a)(2) 
and (b) shall be measured along the 
centerline of the highway between two 
vertical planes which are normal or 
perpendicular to and intersect the cen-
terline of the highway, and which pass 

through the termini of the measured 
distance. 

[38 FR 16044, June 20, 1973, as amended at 41 
FR 9321, Mar. 4, 1976]

§ 750.104 Signs that may not be per-
mitted in protected areas. 

Erection or maintenance of the fol-
lowing signs may not be permitted in 
protected areas: 

(a) Signs advertising activities that 
are illegal under State or Federal laws 
or regulations in effect at the location 
of such signs or at the location of such 
activities. 

(b) Obsolete signs. 
(c) Signs that are not clean and in 

good repair. 
(d) Signs that are not securely af-

fixed to a substantial structure, and 
(e) Signs that are not consistent with 

the standards in this part.

§ 750.105 Signs that may be permitted 
in protected areas. 

(a) Erection or maintenance of the 
following signs may be permitted in 
protected areas:

Class 1—Official signs. Directional or other 
official signs or notices erected and main-
tained by public officers or agencies pursu-
ant to and in accordance with direction or 
authorization contained in State of Federal 
law, for the purpose of carrying out an offi-
cial duty or responsibility. 

Class 2—On-premise signs. Signs not prohib-
ited by State law which are consistent with 
the applicable provisions of this section and 
§ 750.108 and which advertise the sale or lease 
of, or activities being conducted upon, the 
real property where the signs are located. 

Not more than one such sign advertising 
the sale or lease of the same property may be 
permitted under this class in such manner as 
to be visible to traffic proceeding in any one 
direction on any one Interstate Highway. 

Not more than one such sign, visible to 
traffic proceeding in any one direction on 
any one Interstate Highway and advertising 
activities being conducted upon the real 
property where the sign is located, may be 
permitted under this class more than 50 feet 
from the advertised activity. 

Class 3—Signs within 12 miles of advertised 
activities. Signs not prohibited by State law 
which are consistent with the applicable pro-
visions of this section and §§ 750.106, 750.107, 
and 750.108 and which advertise activities 
being conducted within 12 air miles of such 
signs. 
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Class 4—Signs in the specific interest of the 
traveling public. Signs authorized to be erect-
ed or maintained by State law which are 
consistent with the applicable provisions of 
this section and §§ 750.106, 750.107, and 750.108 
and which are designed to give information 
in the specific interest of the traveling pub-
lic.

(b) A Class 2 or 3 sign, except a Class 
2 sign not more than 50 feet from the 
advertised activity, that displays any 
trade name which refers to or identifies 
any service rendered or product sold, 
used, or otherwise handled more than 
12 air miles from such sign may not be 
permitted unless the name of the ad-
vertised activity which is within 12 air 
miles of such sign is displayed as con-
spicuously as such trade name. 

(c) Only information about public 
places operated by Federal, State, or 
local governments, natural phenomena, 
historic sites, areas of natural scenic 
beauty or naturally suited for outdoor 
recreation and places for camping, 
lodging, eating, and vehicle service and 
repair is deemed to be in the specific 
interest of the traveling public. For the 
purposes of the standards in this part, 
a trade name is deemed to be informa-
tion in the specific interest of the trav-
eling public only if it identifies or 
characterizes such a place or identifies 
vehicle service, equipment, parts, ac-
cessories, fuels, oils, or lubricants 
being offered for sale at such a place. 
Signs displaying any other trade name 
may not be permitted under Class 4. 

(d) Notwithstanding the provisions of 
paragraph (b) of this section, Class 2 or 
Class 3 signs which also qualify as 
Class 4 signs may display trade names 
in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph (c) of this section.

§ 750.106 Class 3 and 4 signs within in-
formational sites. 

(a) Informational sites for the erec-
tion and maintenance of Class 3 and 4 
advertising and informational signs 
may be established in accordance with 
§ 1.35 of this chapter. The location and 
frequency of such sites shall be as de-
termined by agreements between the 
Secretary of Transportation and the 
State highway departments. 

(b) Class 3 and 4 signs may be per-
mitted within such informational sites 
in protected areas in a manner con-
sistent with the following provisions: 

(1) No sign may be permitted which is 
not placed upon a panel. 

(2) No panel may be permitted to ex-
ceed 13 feet in height or 25 feet in 
length, including border and trim, but 
excluding supports. 

(3) No sign may be permitted to ex-
ceed 12 square feet in area, and nothing 
on such sign may be permitted to be 
legible from any place on the main-
traveled way or a turning roadway. 

(4) Not more than one sign con-
cerning a single activity or place may 
be permitted within any one informa-
tional site. 

(5) Signs concerning a single activity 
or place may be permitted within more 
than one informational site, but no 
Class 3 sign which does not also qualify 
as a Class 4 sign may be permitted 
within any informational site more 
than 12 air miles from the advertised 
activity. 

(6) No sign may be permitted which 
moves or has any animated or moving 
parts. 

(7) Illumination of panels by other 
than white lights may not be per-
mitted, and no sign placed on any 
panel may be permitted to contain, in-
clude, or be illuminated by any other 
lights, or any flashing, intermittent, or 
moving lights. 

(8) No lighting may be permitted to 
be used in any way in connection with 
any panel unless it is so effectively 
shielded as to prevent beams or rays of 
light from being directed at any por-
tion of the main-traveled way of the 
Interstate System, or is of such low in-
tensity or brilliance as not to cause 
glare or to impair the vision of the 
driver of any motor vehicle, or to oth-
erwise interfere with any driver’s oper-
ation of a motor vehicle. 

[23 FR 8793, Nov. 13, 1958, as amended at 35 
FR 18719, Dec. 10, 1970; 41 FR 9321, Mar. 4, 
1976]

§ 750.107 Class 3 and 4 signs outside 
informational sites. 

(a) The erection or maintenance of 
the following signs may be permitted 
within protected areas, outside infor-
mational sites: 

(1) Class 3 signs which are visible 
only to Interstate highway traffic not 
served by an informational site within 
12 air miles of the advertised activity; 

VerDate Dec<13>2002 12:57 Apr 14, 2003 Jkt 200074 PO 00000 Frm 00372 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\200074T.XXX 200074T


